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Murphy signs A5684/S4055, expanding access
to free school meals for N.J. students

Gov. Phil Murphy on Jan. 16 signed A5684/S4055, which will make New Jersey
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Gov. Phil Murphy on Jan. 16 signed A5684/S4055, which will make New Jersey

students from more than 60,000 families newly eligible for free school meals

under 2022’s Working Class Families’ Anti-Hunger Act.

 

A5684/S4055 calls for schools participating in the National School Lunch

Program and/or the federal School Breakfast Program to provide a free

school lunch and/or breakfast to those students whose families have an

annual household income of up to 224 percent of the federal poverty level.

(Two years ago, when the Working Class Families’ Anti-Hunger Act became

law in New Jersey, its income eligibility level was up to about 200 percent of

the federal poverty level.)

 

“Back in the fall of 2022, I believe, we signed legislation into law that

expanded access to free, nutritious school breakfasts and lunches for literally

thousands of New Jersey schoolchildren,” Murphy said Jan. 16 from the South

Amboy Elementary School gym. “Today we’re building on that progress with

legislation that will help prevent even more children from going through the

school day on an empty stomach. … In addition to ensuring our children are

fed and nourished, this legislation will also … give our kids the support they

need to fully focus on their studies and ultimately excel in their lives.”

 
AFTNJ President Donna M. Chiera, who attended the bill signing Jan. 16,

afterward recalled that during her teaching career in Perth Amboy, the

breakfast and lunch served at her school were the only consistent meals most

of her students could count on. With that in mind, she would stock a

complementary “goodie drawer,” and on half days, she’d incorporate a

cooking lesson into her curriculum “so my students wouldn’t go home without

having lunch.”

 

“These are things teachers throughout our state do on a daily basis,” Chiera

added. “We understand that having food in your belly helps your body stay

healthy so you can attend school. And knowing that free, nutritious food is

available at school frees your mind so you can socially, emotionally and

academically function in the classroom.”

 

With food insecurity increasing across America, Chiera appreciates that

Murphy and Assembly Speaker Craig Coughlin, among other elected leaders

in New Jersey, have passed legislation through the years expanding student

access to free school meals.

 

“Actions such as these will bolster New Jersey’s reputation for having a world-

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDIfy2cQXYs5uH32Re83aTydLZUtLpFQcm3oHpqiMpMHsB-tmm05oygviGgTXidVQUqEk9htrSEUKf3l-XC8L1djlPC267EZIAKYzv-eG7dhm2lxSHul1_mu4bPjJZqDZW3sVQhW5KRJUYdB00ikX8FRIRk2Lr23wjQvSMUsgCS2vIUD7baUgK7KWW6RN8JWX3HE1NF9E5uio4SrzY-7qYnFku8EsUALiFL6fddSVpKIua08fpFybrWjx_kd4u65zk6M_p2AWegvgFbIUCJ8adhz0OOsiQzepAfz4Sf3IUigvuLFUuC0hbu4S-s9vEVk66aru1SMQOdwLGYjdQiOvFSZn9HspMJMKR1C5dnBbFd1_2BxliUkuB8hQiQACFDg_eiNGRiadnGcoHVZWQflD23nJb0l306HsVevr3__vGJFhkWihp1aYrxH8k1T0vdyPvtJGylBEd592_VdMp6xMkDxp1H2wwlMEpnUcgPF5hOWkHB7Ykze0aaRxdGl8_eukHEf2HKeEo4SW1dVtKmlkyDLPcfz2A3ToSbVGLFRyXntZ/433/GL5S2XwlSe2p2o0x9gZ6Vg/h0/vTx3SitEbuPAnsqjAjCtXHoNUS2vw1VMDg5loVa9H0c
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDIfy2cQXYs5uH32Re83aTydLZUtLpFQcm3oHpqiMpMHstZSK3dh1XTliUTaI5vmO47QNA3tj2KL4RTYUq8apL4lp-Y6bTEvnskXoALKFJ7hMQsNrMzTrg5VdkNIVHkIF9P2SUSfKZWvOy8YpVAHCNHbiTU5ttnI76q7l8uV6YRRka-ojbcNxuk-_CxKCYiBXwHOJ2GcJLWH3y9tjCUUhGj4e9yXyMl3Z3bZQn_o1UGdOTofH9qMGRIHk4LoWiAAQuqIKN7qA56xMy9kgqYc-i6lBv66-o_UP9hqk4b7coMTH-yd29f1xGZlBONR20hfIONA3PvU2d6-5sBiYJatRNxhCqQ47QLFuv38YoHfpPVfNQQd8Eq6BpIQBra5EdpmBqavv6WRSa5kYqGSUfVWN44alPVwyd24wJxFL1UhTs3dB-Ed1uNPijM6gs5vMyNP5XIi0TvKW4EmT5UuFCXzh8HPVCAMeCssp92I12C-F3u-KOJX8l3WU4YqZSYGFNb-5OABtNEXVcbey48k3JZq0X7P5skujyvwJZx9LqS0J53wf/433/GL5S2XwlSe2p2o0x9gZ6Vg/h1/ALlu0QYgBsA-gsUMC1NbuSK1rfSDNT5MLURIjPgoKYc
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/c511-KAjM3jU_4OIFtitbe8O6dSlS2bWKaUOlFj1JPcLpfHbO3CHbel2tx1-tYZovVjLrvdE6CcxkVb-1go4qLffcRYPJZlk2KN-lK9tzOt76od1autRx1upAXJxlmPP7WvhGQAP0C9fyfasYcxl4ORCsj4qI34dJ9AAM746g1fnShpWtZC6UpwUJduivwGI3ewl82vFwcByyS7oLoDyjvCBJf42DxvSTW6nbSlIu0GcQfOb1Vep8iz3lwE79PmZfFkZ8UGvF11EEjW18cD-rnrblKN5F5NOvANi9i5gyzc718WzS_hhZGbLVjhec-WTEao3Tsk7g5cZf8inaVCVUri9-P5XlcDImUmEI2CPsYZ2q0oZDPAax3K2988J8LtDJ3lPMdwpFF7BQBcMYTjO8k8NWbaD7Ci_zNkl-9mbTChdgGUdkk0IzkTDbfB3ltF_D6OaGU0D-yRqcdGMAqXZf8RNnymkEmeY5XyshewOeY2GAm9INtD51EoeZkvE_NSXssncue_yCDy5Ud-lkYRIIh0NXRJD-sMPKSkyH8LezFDIziutDa8fBVaL1RrIIwKa_-BU1GU5XZoaM4fb-0mWSA/433/GL5S2XwlSe2p2o0x9gZ6Vg/h2/WNTNKws3Zn63RiIzr37gQlvEbZl2LC1J7x02th57vYo
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/mw31GZsW-tYdpIw-ePlYv51vpCi5i8FweTWpWbYxPFlOIyLCAvLqsKMrGUc133795krkFqmRr0X6iGArHAobV4KWA9jqq7rFPlGPBzQaQ9iqB6OpYJ1pOMX8967DtNzabHPXdr9_aUWqLu-Latrin1v9yg2jDmNCwVfa0LifSCuLnlF9TBl5mJ5RdF4ATerEm46ZGW8Szl9B1eTF_n3OQszsg0ia8V1fwJRfkcPhUGMIp7Kr-OJz4u65TrEi88imbv_lF4-WRCjfG0kvZrUgEVOp8uehGUTvvhcQITnRHS3Q9Fv0bPWjaQllUNQyCc6u7JDdiXw5hamSN2UoirJuJ59vHOi37Qq5BZ434-bVByCG_VcVJUQzY70WhM3SnL8BotSe-bPwNXNKy-2UvD4wwMZPZmKFMSr9yfnZ3yuD0V9pIe9G-mNGWSHjisderzEROPkPQCyhmNvyk7JvPy8bSyRsXOGzmdkH8gTF_FEtJYNePSs9N0gYVRzXhKKJTnzBxjjspmBQI1cgj1Jcn46XwfG94nXISRhFxo4gcYwx6dfon2AIsMmohm8cSw5mNjvHiIxNPMrZLsLl2PMcy1bJRnmxZ3wpd8svZyAKva3MMX9TzIs28WSd6_6uqiy1cVkx/433/GL5S2XwlSe2p2o0x9gZ6Vg/h3/ePItE1Zx7VwF2ty-6XzLvzXhNGUE2bdvx_17KAcSG0c
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDFbtviFLObNZ9MK4_rzUdSFZsGAGBWmRGrfKdrS5O9Sly0mMiUkqD1gP_h8fkYiMIdGyU7yP1bcob1Va4icgpDC843tVZbW0wxv5Inx07v2QiiTUKyzqUky37WyYgpjM_M9bs3AZpDM6tjNyjnOMhoBJWkqByygZiyOUerYDwBcDptma837AUX7pIFXLh2FPBvp10PZUe6JAJAxOUjMuD0RSxQdqC0c9FMyWHUL350kH_dd5e7fPAQHLUxqauVqcmUCTUXUQmSl5dPCY1_fMDFXvnh5oMuwBewqvWKCahXGWtkfbkAGEin4zeq4zY2rssnwYz-Gd7jdgz2DblrT7g9KaQBdho9wMrMDCibV2cqhfJ8Pt3nth50LCMXJZp3b32ddgMU-Q5gXDeMGVrW29V89ZqKWX1sEzi8xhBA3wWh4ABR9MHq4iLIlPJPBhmXkkI32qcL4xKlVOKB9zFkpjyiQR0Ohw88wSmfhy5ZGylNNwWjz4sJN06JL3ua7KMUMwzuQxfXEc5mRa_U3F5ZfJPBa0aQOVw5FbIjlbEoaZw1LEMyNfA5LBeUEsDnwnyPBJHyKWjkTynt8qIyXfxr622kYjTMil3MEOIFrVIRCY-xqV/433/GL5S2XwlSe2p2o0x9gZ6Vg/h4/5b0q4UptBItCAGZ7Od0s1ufobmT7yFcj6Gogf6pbJ5o


“Actions such as these will bolster New Jersey’s reputation for having a world-

class education system,” she said.

 
ABOVE: Gov. Phil Murphy prepares to sign A5684/S4055 on Jan. 16 at South Amboy

Elementary School. (Photo by Chris M. Junior)

Ending use of race, ethnicity in higher ed admission decisions
is 'mostly a good thing,' say 68 percent of U.S. adults in survey

The Supreme Court’s ruling last June to end the use of race and ethnicity in

college and university admission decisions is “mostly a good thing,” according

to 68 percent of U.S. adults in a Gallup Center on Black Voices survey

conducted last fall. Read more

New Rutgers-assisted report finds
$360B shortfall in K-12 public schools 

in 39 states from 2016-21 

Read more

Vice President Harris announces
additional $285M for schools to hire, train mental health counselors

Read more
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To register, click here.
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For more info, click here.
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To register, click here.

Adjunct faculty: Have you filled out the health insurance survey?

 

AFTNJ is working with the Council of New Jersey State College Locals, the

United Adjunct Faculty Federation of New Jersey, the Rutgers Adjunct Faculty

Union and Rutgers AAUP-AFT to get access to a!ordable state health care

for adjunct faculty.

 

If you haven’t taken the survey, you can do so by clicking here.

Submit your local's news and feature story ideas for an upcoming edition
of the AFTNJ Educator Express newsletter to: cjunior@aftnj.org
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