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Donna Chiera, President, American Federation of Teachers New Jersey. 

Donna Chiera retired in January 2011 after teaching for more than thirty years in the Perth Amboy Public Schools system, where she grew up and went to school. She was a self contained special education teacher for most of her career, finishing as a resource room teacher.  She holds BA and MA degrees from Kean University. Chiera became President of the American Federation of Teachers New Jersey (AFTNJ) in 2011, leading the 30,000-member education union. For the state AFTNJ, she previously served as vice president for pre-kindergarten through 12. She also serves on the National Program and Policy Council of the national American Federation of Teachers. She served on the following national sub-committees: Professional Development, Literacy, Early Childhood Education and Creating Standards for a Profession (paraprofessionals). She served on both the NJ State Teacher of the Year Selection Committee and represented AFT national for two years in selecting the National Teacher of the Year.  

 

Tim Haresign, President, Council of New Jersey State College Locals. 

 Tim Haresign has been a full-time faculty member in the Biology Program at Richard Stockton College for 20 years.  He has long been active with his local (AFT 2275) including a stint as the local president.  Currently Dr. Haresign serves as the the President of the Council of New Jersey State College Locals, in a member of the AFT Policy and Planning Committee for Higher Education, and is a vice president in the Higher Education Division of NJ AFT. The Council of New Jersey State College Locals, AFT, AFL-CIO is comprised of 11 locals and represents more than 8,700 faculty, adjunct faculty, librarians and professional staff at: The College of New Jersey, Kean University, Montclair State University, New Jersey City University and the A. Harry Moore School, Ramapo College of New Jersey, Richard Stockton College, Rowan University, Thomas Edison State College and William Paterson University. Our mission is to protect the rights and privileges of the employees we represent, to help provide a quality, affordable and accessible education to students attending our State colleges and universities, to advance the interests of public employees and to act in solidarity with the labor movement.
Darlene M. Smith, Exec. VP, Union of Rutgers Administrators-AFT, Local 1776

Darlene M. Smith has been a Rutgers employee for more than 20 years, during which time she graduated from Rutgers Law School. Darlene is a founding member her local, a 2,000-member administrative staff union, which represents a wide range of professionals with job titles ranging from Administrative Assistant to Assistant Dean. She is a graduate of the Union Leadership Academy and is the chair of the AFT New Jersey Legal Defense committee. 
Dr. Richard Wolfson, President, American Federation of Teachers (AFT) Local 1904

Dr. Wolfson has been a professor in Montclair’s Education Department for more than 30 years. He holds a BS from City College of New York and a MA and PhD from The Ohio State University. He is the President of The American Federation of Teachers (AFT) Local 1904, the union representing Montclair State University faculty, professional staff and librarians. 
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